VIN Decoding for C4 Corvettes
   The Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) is a unique federally assigned code.
The VIN is used by federal agencies, as well as law enforcement officers, to track
and identify vehicles. The standard location on cars, is a metal plate set into
the dash. This plate is located on the driver's side toward the front on the car,
near the windshield. 

   The following deals with decoding the VIN for C4 model Corvettes. General
information on this page can been applied to decoding VINs for other vehicles, but
specific references are applied to the C4 Corvettes. 

   The VIN is a 17 character alphanumeric, of which each letter and number,
and their location, hold a specific meaning. The following will describe what
information is held in each location in the VIN, and give example for C4 model
Corvettes. For this example, the VIN 1G1YY21P2E5999999 will be used. 

   The 17 character VIN breaks down into 11 unique identifiers. Starting
from left to right, the descriptions of the location and example characters are: 

First Identifier
VIN: 1G1YY21P2E5999999

The first identifier occupies only the first character of the VIN.
The information in the first identifier is the vehicle's country of origin.
In the example, the first identifier is 1.
The character 1, when located in the first identifier means "United States". 

Second Identifier
VIN: 1G1YY21P2E5999999

The second identifier occupies only the second character of the VIN.
The information in the second identifier is the vehicle's manufacturer.
In the example, the second identifier is G.
The character G, when located in the second identifier means "General Motors". 

Third Identifier
VIN: 1G1YY21P2E5999999

The third identifier occupies only the third character of the VIN.
The information in the third identifier is the division of the vehicle's manufacturer.
In the example, the third identifier is 1.
The character 1, when located in the third identifier means "Chevrolet". 

Fourth Identifier
VIN: 1G1YY21P2E5999999

The fourth identifier occupies the fourth and fifth characters of the VIN.
The information in the fourth identifier is the vehicle's model and series.
In the example, the fourth identifier is YY.
The characters YY, when located in the fourth identifier means "Standard Corvette".
The other C4 Corvette option for this identifier is YZ, for "Corvette ZR-1". 

Fifth Identifier
VIN: 1G1YY21P2E5999999

The fifth identifier occupies only the sixth character of the VIN.
The information in the fifth identifier is the vehicle's body type.
In the example, the fifth identifier is 2.
The character 2, when located in the fifth identifier means "Hatchback Coupe".
The other C4 Corvette option for this identifier is 3, for "Convertible". 

Sixth Identifier
VIN: 1G1YY21P2E5999999

The sixth identifier occupies only the seventh character of the VIN.
The information in the sixth identifier is the vehicle's seat belt system.
In the example, the sixth identifier is 1.
The character 1, when located in the sixth identifier means "Manual Belts". 

Seventh Identifier
VIN: 1G1YY21P2E5999999

The seventh identifier occupies only the eighth character of the VIN.
The information in the seventh identifier is the vehicle's engine code.
In the example, the seventh identifier is P.
The character P, when located in the seventh identifier means "LT1".
Other C4 Corvette seventh identifier engine codes are: 8-L83 or L98, 5-LT4, J-LT5. 

Eighth Identifier
VIN: 1G1YY21P2E5999999

The eighth identifier occupies only the ninth character of the VIN.
The information in the eighth identifier is the check digit.
In the example, the seventh identifier is 2.
The "check digit" is exactly what it implies, a digit to "check" or verify all the other digits
are correct. A simple mathematics formula, such as those used in computer
communication over a modem. In a modem transfer, a string is sent, then a check digit
which, using a decoding formula, can be used to verify the contents of the string for errors.
In VIN decoding the following formula is used:
To determine check digit (9th digit) you need to take the VIN and assign any letters in the
VIN with a set value (number) as follows:
A = 1, B = 2, C = 3, D = 4, E = 5, F = 6, G = 7, H = 8, J = 1, K = 2, L = 3, M = 4,
N = 5, O = 6, P = 7, R = 9, S = 2, T = 3, U = 4, V = 5, W = 6, X = 7, Y = 8, Z = 9
Any numbers in the VIN remain the same and thus you have a 17 digit number.
Then you must multiply each of the 17 digits by a set "weight" (multiplier). The weight
applied to each digit is as follows:
1st = 8, 2nd = 7, 3rd = 6, 4th = 5, 5th = 4, 6th = 3, 7th = 2, 8th = 10, 9th = 0, 10th = 9, 11th = 8, 12th = 7, 13th = 6, 14th = 5, 15th = 4, 16th = 3, 17th = 2
Notice that the 9th (check digit) is multiplied by 0, and therefore not factored into the
equation to determine itself.
After multiplying each VIN digit by the associated weight - add up the results of all 17
products. Then divide by 11 and the remainder is your check digit.
If the remained is 10, then the check digit is 'X'.

	VIN
	1
	G
	1
	Y
	Y
	2
	1
	P
	2
	E
	5
	9
	9
	9
	9
	9
	9

	Assigned Values
	1
	7
	1
	8
	8
	2
	1
	7
	2
	5
	5
	9
	9
	9
	9
	9
	9

	Set Multipliers
	8
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	10
	0
	9
	8
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2


	Add the products
	(1 X 8) + (7 X 7) + (1 X 6) ... (9 X 2) = 541

	
	8 49 6 40 32 6 2 70 0 45 40 63 54 45 36 27 18 = 541


Divide 541 by 11 which gives you 49, and a remainder of 2 which is the same as the 9th digit of the VIN. 

Ninth Identifier
VIN: 1G1YY21P2E5999999

The ninth identifier occupies only the tenth character of the VIN.
The information in the ninth identifier is model year.
In the example, the ninth identifier is E.
The character E, when located in the ninth identifier means "1984".
Other C4 Corvette ninth identifier model years are:

F-1985, G-1986, H-1987, J-1988, K-1989, L-1990,
M-1991, N-1992, P-1993, R-1994, S-1995, T-1996

The letters I, O, and Q were skipped due to there similarity to the numbers 1 and 0. 

Tenth Identifier
VIN: 1G1YY21P2E5999999

The tenth identifier occupies only the eleventh character of the VIN.
The information in the tenth identifier is the production factory code.
In the example, the sixth identifier is 5.
The character 5, when located in the tenth identifier means "Bowling Green, KY". 

Eleventh Identifier
VIN: 1G1YY21P2E5999999

The eleventh identifier occupies the twelfth through seventeenth characters of the VIN.
The information in the eleventh identifier is the unique plant production sequence number.
In the example, the eleventh identifier is 999999.
Vehicle production sequence starts at 100001 at all plants.
********************************************************************************************Additional info courtesy of Ed from MORTEC
Suffix code "ZJJ" was used on 1985 model 350/230hp engines in a Corvette with a 700R4 auto trans, oil cooler and a Tuned Port Induction.
 

The last six digits of the engine VIN match the last six digits of the windshield VIN.
 

The "1YY07" in this windshield VIN sticker stands for "Base Corvette Sport Coupe".
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